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to the single sceptre of Spain, nor had they developed
the resources, material or moral, of a mighty empire so
thoroughly as might have been done perhaps by a less
insidious policy, but they had never been abandoned.

It was a steady object of policy to keep such potentates
of Italy as were not already under the dominion of the
Spanish crown in a state of internecine feud with each
other and of virtual dependence on the powerful kingdom.
The same policy pursued in France, of fomenting civil
war by subsidy, force, and chicane, during a long suc-
cession of years in order to reduce that magnificent realm
under the sceptre of Philip, has been described in detail.
The chronic rebellion of Ireland against the English
crown had been assisted and inflamed in every possible
mode, the system being considered as entirely justified
by the aid and comfort afforded by the queen to the
Dutch rebels.

It was a natural result of the system according to which
kingdoms and provinces with the populations dwelling
therein were transferable like real estate by means of
marriage-settlements, entails, and testaments, that the
proprietorship of most of the great realms in Christendom
was matter of fierce legal dispute. Lawsuits, which in
chancery could last for centuries before a settlement
of the various claims was made, might have infinitely
enriched the gentlemen of the long robe and reduced
all the parties to beggary, had there been any tribunal
but the battle-field to decide among the august litigants.
Thus the King of Great Britain claimed the legal pro-
prietorship and sovereignty of Brittany, Normandy,
Anjou, Gascony, Calais, and Boulogne in France, besides
the whole kingdom by right of conquest.80 The French
king claimed to be rightful heir of Castile, Biscay,
Guipuscoa, Arragon, Navarre, nearly all the Spanish
peninsula in short, including the whole of Portugal and
the Balearic Isl ands to boot.31 The King of Spain claimed,
as we have seen often enough, not only Brittany but all
France as his lawful inheritance. Such was the virtue of
the prevalent doctrine of proprietorship. Every poten-
tate was defrauded of his rights, and every potentate was
a criminal usurper. As for the people, it would have
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